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WASHINGTON - Today, U.S. Congressman John Olver announced House               passage of H.R. 3293, a bill to set aside space in the Vietnam War               Memorial to honor Vietnam veterans who served, and later died, of               injuries sustained during the war. Rep. Olver was pleased to be               a co-sponsor of the bipartisan legislation.

"As we mark the 25th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam-era               I believe it's important that we honor the memory of all the Americans               who lost their lives as a result of the war" Olver said.

Many Vietnam veterans have died from exposure to Agent Orange and               post-traumatic stress disorder-related suicide but have not been               recognized or honored. H.R. 3293 will authorize the American Battle               Monuments Commission (ABMC) to honor these veterans with a plaque               on the grounds of the Vietnam Memorial. The ABMC will be responsible               for fund-raising, construction, and placement of the new memorial.

Companion legislation is currently moving through the Senate Energy               and Natural Resources Committee. The bill is expected to be ready               for consideration on the Senate floor by the end of this month where               it is expected to receive bipartisan support. 
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